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Expanding and Improving Quality Health Research

U.S- Indonesia’s Strong Commitment to Enhance
S&T partnerships: U.S. and Indonesia signed a
bilateral agreement for Science &Technology (S&T)
to enhance the U.S.-Indonesia Comprehensive
Partnership goals. The U.S and Indonesia are using
S&T to build collaborations, enhance innovation in S&T,
and to respond to global challenges such as climate
change, food security, health issues.

Global Health Initiative: Expanding and Improving
Quality Health Research is one of three focus areas in
the strategy for Indonesia. Scientific research,
technology, and innovation are essential to solving
today’s most pressing development issues. Indonesia
has complex health challenges due to its vast geography
and decentralization and massive burden of infectious
diseases. Indonesia is a critical partner to foster
innovative development solutions which will have a
broad impact globally, exemplified by its early adoption
of the Hain test for MDR-TB and sms reporting for the
Early Warning Alert and Response System (EWARNSs).

Health Research Will Help Achieve the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs): Partnership in health
related research and technology will contribute to

Indonesia’s long term goals to meet the MDGs:
e  MDG 4: Reduce child mortality
e  MDG 5: Improve material health
. MDG 6: Combat HIV, TB, malaria, & other infectious diseases
e  MDG 7: Improve water and sanitation

New Technologies & Innovations: Technologies can
improve the speed and accuracy of diagnosis, which
leads to faster and appropriate treatments. Indonesia is
one of 3 countries which USAID supports to pilot,
GeneXpert, a new simple diagnostic which will increase
rapid and accurate MDR-TB and TB/HIV detection.
Rapid testing for malaria is being done at the village
level and represents a partnership between academics
and the Ministry of Health. Indonesia is partnering with
U.S. collaborators to develop new tools and processes

to identify new emerging diseases before they become
a threat to humans.

Laboratory technicians using the Hain Line Probe Test to detect
drug resistance in Mycobacteria tuberculosis (MTB).

Improving Evidence Based Decision Making: A joint
National Academy of Science’s report on reduction of
maternal and neonatal mortality rates is being
produced to make recommendations for policies
makers and the public. A wide range of public health
behavior surveys and studies, such as the Integrated
Biological Behavior Surveillance (IBBS) for HIV in Papua,
household survey to understand health seeking
behavior, KAP survey for clinician practices regarding
influenza, and Jakarta lead exposure study, are
underway to collect data on pressing health issues. The
quality of Tb medicines will be tested to improve and
promote quality medicines in Indonesia.

Fostering University Partnership to Improve
Health: These partnerships increase the capacity
and contributions of Indonesian institutions to
address sustainable health priorities in Indonesia:
building new capacity for mental health care; new
drug discover through marine biodiversity;
establishing an integrated health data repository
and portal; creating a child health protection
center.



